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Each year MORSA receives a number of re-
quests for assistance and/or information regard-
ing one room schoolhouses. This got me to 
thinking about the services MORSA provides. 
Perhaps it would be helpful to outline some 
them. 
 
 MORSA has held 22 annual conferences in 
which valuable and often rare information has 
been presented. Participants interested in one 
room schoolhouses and/or actively involved in 
restoring one have an opportunity to talk with 
other individuals who have experience in 
schoolhouse restoration. At the conferences 
MORSA presents the “One Room Schoolhouse 
of the Year” award along with a cash prize. Of-
ten, after the morning meeting, tours of one 
room schoolhouses are undertaken and they 
have proven to be especially popular. The plan-
ning for our next conference, at an exciting lo-
cation to be announced, is underway. 
 
 Consultations for schools that are undergoing 
restoration are available. Recently two of our 
members were asked to consult with a school 
just beginning restoration. They believe they 
were helpful in pointing out some of the pitfalls 
to avoid and how to prioritize the steps in resto-
ration. They also pointed out that those respon-
sible for the school had already accomplished 
the most important first step: that of a new roof.  
 MORSA has available knowledgeable speakers 
who are able to talk on several diverse topics. 

(Continued on page 2) 

If These Walls Could Talk 
Michigan One-Room Schoolhouse 

Conference 
May 16, 2015 
By Rochelle Balkam 

 The 2015 conference was  held at the Stoney 
Creek School on the site of the Rochester Hills 
Museum at Van Hoosen Farm in Rochester Hills.  
The school was built in 1848, replacing the origi-
nal which was built in 1825.  
Local children walked or rode to school, learning  
their lessons and passing that knowledge on to the 
next generation until the school closed in 1952, 
shortly after the new wing was added. The stu-
dents were  absorbed into  the Rochester Hills 
Community School District, at that time. The res-
toration of the schoolhouse was a part of a Bicen-
tennial project in 1976 and reopened in 1982 as a 
living history classroom. The participants experi-

(Continued on page 2) 

MORSA Provides Interesting  
and Helpful Services. 

Stoney Creek School 
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For instance, one of our members has more infor-
mation on school furniture than anyone else in the 
United States. Another member has a well-
received presentation “Back to Our Roots – Re-
membering the One-room School.” Included in 
the presentation is a discussion of what makes the 
20 still functioning one-room schools so attrac-
tive. Another topic is “How to Conduct a Day in a 
One-room School” for elementary students. One 
of our members has considerable expertise and 
experience and is available for consultation. We 
also have contact with others who are providing 
this type of experience.  
 
 Our biannual publication, “The Slate,” has infor-
mative and enjoyable stories about other people’s 
experiences in one room schools. I have learned a 
lot from reading them. I personally would like to 
see included on a regular basis a section on 
“wanted,” “for sale” or “trade” items to benefit 
our members.  
 
 We receive a number of inquiries regarding “my 
school” or “my parents’ school.” People also 
want to know where certain schools are located. 
Many years ago one MORSA member took on 
the gargantuan project of identifying all of the 
one-room schools that were once in Michigan. 
The project is on-going and may very well be the 
only such compilation in the United States. The 
list can be found on MORSA’s website, 
www.one-roomschool.org and contains approxi-
mately 7,000 entries. People sometimes alert us 
about a school that is not on the website’s list or 
the fact that information on the list is incorrect. 
We appreciate these updates because the goal is 
to be as accurate as possible.  
We are proud of the services we provide, but 
have to ask if there are things we should be doing 
and are not.  

(Continued from page 1) 

enced a typical day in the one-room school, 
“taught” by school “marm”, Michele Dunham 
assisted by Colleen McGoldrick. 
Highlights of the conference included: A walking 
tour of the Van Hoosen Farm and historic out-
buildings, introduction to the Stoney Creek 
School Program, interactive digital timeline fea-
turing photos, music and artifacts from each dec-
ade (1850-1950), the opportunity to learn from 
staff experts on a variety of topics and from one 
another. Of great interest was a focus on how to 
think like a historian. Ray Lucas demonstrated 
how one can research local school heritage using 
records from the past. 
 Also included in the day’s events was the pres-
entation of the  William Winglar Award to the 
2015 Schoolhouse of the Year. This year’s honor 
went  to the Branch School in Williamston 
County. The luncheon speakers shared the story 
of the Van Hoosen family  history, the most fa-
mous of whom was Bertha Van Hoosen. At the 
time of her death in 1952, she was one of the 
most famous and long-practicing female physi-
cians in the world. This was  a unique venue with 
much to offer for all participants. A special 
thanks to Patrick McKay and Michele Dunham 
for making the experience memorable. 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

MORSA Services 

If These Walls Could Talk 

A first school bus, built in 1923 for Harlan School, 

Wexford Co., Harlan, Michigan. ~from Ghost Towns 

of Michigan, Vol. I by Larry Wakefield 
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The One-room School in a  
Cultural Context 

                        byRochelle Balkam 
  I received an interesting phone call last spring from 
an EMU professor in the World Languages Depart-
ment. Hitomi Oketani, originally came from Japan, 
had been always wondering about the house standing 
at the center of campus, the Geddes Townhall 
School; and she was interested in seeing the school 
for herself.  We spent time touring the building and 
talking about the many artifacts on display.  She was 
unfamiliar with the concept of one-room schools, so 
I gave her a short history lesson on the origin of the 
educational practices . We talked about Dr. John D. 
Pierce and his role in the creation of the “normal 
school” and the focus on the training of teachers to 
teach in the one-room school.  

Hitomi had questions about many things: rules 
for teachers, rules for students, teacher training and 
pay, games children played, the length of the school 
day and year. She indicated that she would like to 
bring her students to the school for a tour and slide 
presentation. She was fascinated by the story of the 
move of the building from it’s original site to cam-
pus. The history of the Geddes family who donated 
the school to EMU was also of interest to her. The 
personal stories in Down the Myrtle Path, by Hannah 
Geddes Wright led to more conversation.  

We hope to have the opportunity to introduce 
foreign exchange students to the school and the 
American spirit in the future. 

By Walter Pettifor 

 
The Shaff Schoolhouse building stands at the 
corner of Martindale Rd. and Shaff Rd. 
where sections 1, 2, 11 and 12 come together 
in the northeast corner of Elmira Township, 
Otsego County, Michigan.  Solidly con-
structed of cut fieldstone, cobblestone and 
mortar, it gleams gem-like in the noonday 
sun. 
First occupied in 1906, the school closed 
about 1938, and students were then trans-
ported by bus to Elmira, about eight road 
miles to the southwest.  The land around it 
was farmed for many years by the Jerry and 
Ethel (Shaff) Fleming family. 
More recently a granddaughter and her hus-
band began converting it to a dwelling with 
new roof, new windows and a new glass 
door, but did not complete the project.  In-
side, the floor has been removed exposing a 
full basement beneath.  The exterior is beau-
tiful, but pigeons occupy the interior, flying 
in and out. The family does not know what to 
do with the building now. 

Shaff Schoolhouse 
Elmira Township, Otsego Co., MI 

Shaff School: “Solidly constructed of cut fieldstone, 

cobblestone and mortar, it gleams gem-like in the 

noonday sun.” 

Greenbush School 
Named by a pioneer who 
came to Michigan from 
Greenbush, New York, to 
work in a sawmill, the town 
of Greenbush grew to be-
come a thriving lumbering 
community.  The town’s 
school was built in 1870 and 

remained active until 1947. It 
began with only twenty-five 
students and one teacher, but grew to house over sixty students 
during the height of the lumbering boom.  The building was relo-
cated in 1979 next to the Greenbush Township Hall, and has since 
been designated a Michigan historic site. 
~from Michigan One-Room Schoolhouses by  Mary Keithan, pg.4 

Greenbush School 
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By Jessie Moore, (Spring Arbor, Michigan) 

 
The above title quote is said to be a paraphrase of 

the quote made by Joe Louis before facing the speedier 
Billy Conn in a heavy weight title bout.  However, it 
applied to me in  different situation as a fifth grade 
student at North Carlock School. 

North Carlock was a on an elevation slightly higher 
than U.S. 150, the main highway between Blooming-
ton and Peoria, Illinois.  The event happened early in 
the school year when ripe tomatoes were plentiful and 
included in my daily lunch.  In nice weather, our 
lunches were eaten outside.  On this particular day, my 
lunch was eaten with only the tomato core left for the 
garbage.  It was then temptation crossed my mind: 
what fun it would be to throw the core at a passing car!  

I shared my idea with several friends who did noth-
ing to dissuade me.  Off to the area closest to the road 
we went.  Soon a car came into view, and as it arrived 
opposite to where we stood, I heaved the tomato core.  
Splat!  A direct hit on the right fender!   

But my success soon turned into horror as the driver 
slammed on his brakes and pulled off to the shoulder  
as he got out of the car and started our way, off I ran to 
the nearest hiding place—the boys’ outhouse.  But my 
hiding place was far from secure.  Soon a boy who was 
not part of the crime came to tell me that Miss Jaspers, 
the teacher, wanted to see me immediately. 

With fear and trembling I came into the schoolhouse 
to face not only my teacher but the man whose car I 
had hit. Both gave me a stem lecture, and then he took 
me to the car to show me a rusty dent on his car that he 
claimed was the result of the tomato core. Even at that 
young age, I knew that the tomato core could not have 
caused the damage. But apparently he felt an untrue 
statement might further scare me or teach me a lesson.  

After showing me the supposed damage done by the 
tomato core, he went on his way, never to be heard of 
again. But I did hear from my teacher. I can't remem-
ber the exact punishment, but it was probably being 
kept in during recess or noon hours for a certain num-
ber of days.  

Needless to say, my lesson had been learned and I 
never threw a tomato core at a passing vehicle again. I 
also learned in a first-hand way--"You can run, but 
you can't hide."  
 
  

“You Can Run But You Can’t Hide” 

(excerpted from an email: original source:unknown) 

When contractors began work on four class-
rooms of Emerson High School in Oklahoma, 
they knew their remodel would improve educa-
tion — but they never expected it would impact 
local history. Looking to upgrade the rooms with 
new whiteboards and smart-boards, the work-
ers had to first remove the outdated chalk-
boards. But when they began to pull away the 
old boards, they made a startling discovery.  

Beneath the current boards rested another 
set of chalkboards — untouched for nearly 100 
years. Protected and totally undisturbed, the 
century-old writings and drawings looked like 
they were made just yesterday.  

Old Blackboards in Oklahoma  
Schoolhouse Impact Local History 

Here, a November calendar rolls into Decem-
ber. A turkey marks the celebration of Thanks-
giving.  

A multiplication table gives us a glimpse into 
the curriculum and methods taught in 1917, 
techniques perhaps lost in the passage of 
time. When regarding a wheel of multiplica-
tion, Principal Sherry Kishore told “The Okla-
homan,” I have never seen that technique in 
my life.     (cont. on pg.8) 
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By Cheryl Vatcher-Martin  

 
Two tidbits of my research I’d like to share are from 
Romulus resident Hiram G. Morris who kept diaries from 
1864, 1865, and 1870.  These entries are from 1865.  The 
exact name of the school is not mentioned in either entry, 
but, the school house was located in Romulus, Mi. 
Friday, February 17, 1865 

 Went to school to day, I had my Algebra Lesson first-rate 

today.  This Afternoon we did not speak any pieces, as 

there was a man here this afternoon, who acted out some 

of the Plays of Shakespeare etc.  He is going to have an 

exhibition at Merritt Hall to-morrow night, and then he is 

going to do something very wonderful I suppose. 

He spoke and acted out the parts he spoke here in the 

School House to day first rate. 

March1865 

I have been over to the school house, and heard some 

classes examined, and heard the little scholars give an 

exhibition in the Chapel this forenoon, and heard another 

exhibition that the Grammar department had in our room 

in the school-house this afternoon, it was acted first-rate. 

We had a general exhibition this evening in the chapel, 

and the house was very crowded, price of admission be-

ing only 10 cts.  Saturday April 1, 1865. 

 
There are two ledgers from one of the Mt. Pleasant 

School Houses (there were three built over time) that con-
tain school house board meetings and other materials. 
What many may not know is that Mount Pleasant was a 
village near the Huron River and was the first community 
to be platted in 1834 in the Township of Romulus, which 
is now the City of Romulus, Mi.  This village which was 
located on a sandy area on the East bank of the Huron 
River in the Southwest corner of the township.  For a 
number of years it was a thriving town which had its own 
store, a saw mill, a hotel and homes.  It was laid out into 
squares, avenues and streets and was surrounded by un-
derbrush and dense woods.   

In 1835, with the act of territorial legislature, the town-
ship of Romulus was established.  Before that, Romulus 
was a part of Huron Township.  Back then a resident near 
the area, Mr. John Carr, lived at the corner of what is now 
Huron River Drive South and Barth Road.  At the first 
township meeting held on the sixth day of April A.D. 
1835, home of Joseph Pullen, Mr. Carr was elected 
school inspector.   

Unfortunately Mount Pleasant as a community did not 
stand the test of time, as counterfeiters invaded this vil-
lage and were making large quantities of bogus silver 

currency which was even passed off as legitimate 
and accepted at some banks in Monroe and Gi-
braltar.  This made the village notorious for being 
the headquarters of a horrible band of counterfeit-
ers and desperadoes.   

At one time Johnson’s Saw Mill was located on 
the Huron River in the southwest corner of town-
ship close to the corner of Hannan and Pennsyl-
vania Roads.  It is presumed that the river was its 
power source as that would be what a Mill would 
need to have utilized back then. 

In 1839 the leader of the gang of counterfeiters 
was arrested and convicted, and sent to the state 
prison at Jackson for six years, and the gang dis-
engaged. Today there is nothing left, and the site 
is peaceful now. 

Mount Pleasant School was built in the 1840’s 
as a white frame school house which was built on 
the southeast corner of Barth and Hannan Roads.  
This original school was used as a school for prac-
tically a 100 years.  There never was a well, so 
drinking water had to be carried from a nearby 
house on Hannan Road.  Around 1938 the school-
house was abandoned and later sold. A second 
schoolhouse was built on the river bank across the 
road from the first school, and the last one was 
dedicated in 1966. 

The story of the Village of Mount Pleasant was 
celebrated during its sesquicentennial in 1985, and 
the materials presented then were compiled by the 
Romulus Historical Societies’ Board Members 
Pearl Varner, Helen Morris Hay, and Kenneth 
Krueger.  Interviews and research was procured 
from Marie Cox, Township Employee, The Town-
ship of Romulus by William Whitacre, Leona 
LeBlanc Glaab, and Pearl’s father Frederick W. 
Hay (whom I interviewed as well) attended the 
original Mount Pleasant one room school house in 
the early 20th century. 

To contact Author Cheryl Vatcher-Martin, M.A. 

she can be reached at: beau5522@yahoo.com, 

peroinc5@gmail.com. 

Romulus 1865 Diaries  

and School Ledgers 
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Michigan One-Room Schoolhouse Association 

William Winglar One-Room Schoolhouse of the Year  

Award Application   

                                                                 Date__________________ 

Section 1-Ownership 

Schoolhouse Owner(s) Address___________________________________________ 

 
 Name of School _______________________________________________________ 

  Address of School _____________________________________________________ 
 
 Nominated by/Contact Person: 

____________________________________________ 
Address: 

______________________________________________________________ 
Phone number (s): ______________________________________________________ 
E-mail _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 Section 2-The Schoolhouse 

         1. Date of  construction and builder, if known: 
        
 2. Type of construction 
   
  3. Years used as a school 
       
  4.  After closure, how was the building used? 

 

 
 

Section 3-History of the School and its Restoration 

     1. Please write a short history of the schoolhouse, including any features that dis-
tinguish it from other schools.  (Attach an extra sheet if necessary) 

 

Outline any structural/architectural changes from the original building to the pre-
sent 
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         2. Discuss the restoration of the schoolhouse and how it’s used at the present. Has it 
been moved from  its original location? If so, to what location? 
 
  
       3. To which specific time period is the schoolhouse restored? ________ 
      
 4. Please attach at least two interior and four exterior photos. 
 

       5. Is the building open to the public?  Does it serve an educational function? 

  
 

  Please send completed application to: 

Rochelle Balkam 

222 Wildwood Ave.  

Ann Arbor, MI 48103 

Phone: (734) 668-6294 

e-mail: Balkamhp@earthlink.net 

 
The award will be given only to schools that have not been converted to other uses 
such as homes or places of business. These criteria have been adapted with permission 
from the Country School Association  of America. 

 

 

Schoolhouse Award Application (continued from pg. 6) 
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Michigan One-Room Schoolouse 
Association 
 c/o Greenmead  
20501 Newburgh Road,  
Livonia, MI 48152-1098  
Attention: Suzanne Daniel 

 Michigan One-Room School-
house Association  

2015/2016  
Officers:  

Dr. Tom M. Johnson, Chair 
Rochelle Balkam, Vice-Chair 

Larry Schlack, Treasurer  
Hannah Geddes Wright,  

Secretary  
Board Members:  
Suzanne Daniel  

Dana Deimel  
Tamara Gady  
Myrna Grove  

Dr. Thomas Gwaltney  
Yvonne Hafner  
Judy Shehigian  

Cheryl Vatcher-Martin  
The Slate Newsletter:  

Hannah Geddes Wright, Editor  
Membership Dues:  

$10 Senior (62+) or Student  
$15 Individual,  

$25 Organizations  
$100 Life  

Website Address: <http://
www.one-roomschool.org  

But Oklahoma City school officials aren't just 
shocked by what is written, but how it is written. 
Penmanship like this is clearly a lost art. This 
board reads, "I give my head, my heart, and my 
life to my God and One nation indivisible with 
justice for all."  

Blackboards 
(continued from pg. 4) 

Built in 1895, Emerson High School has seen 
many renovations and improvements throughout 
the years — but nothing like this has ever been 
discovered. When removing old chalkboards in 
the past, contractors have only found broken 
pipes and wires, so this is a shocking surprise. 
Oklahoma City and the school district are now 
working to preserve these beautiful boards. Hope-
fully, the spirit of these teachers and their stu-
dents will be enjoyed for many years to come. 
Who knew that scribbles on a chalkboard could 
become such a precious piece of history.  


